
A   P o t e n t i a l    T i t l e   P r o b l e m 

Interest in solar energy is growing as more homeowners, as well 

as businesses, are taking long serious looks at this alternative 

source of power. As with any new technology, however, there are 

potential problems. The sun rays must be able to reach the solar 

collectors and this brings up the issue of solar access that could 

involve adjacent properties and a neighbor’s air space. 

Unobstructed sunlight reaching the solar collectors is critical to the efficiency of the solar system and    

panels. On average about 6 hours of direct sunlight per day is required for maximum efficiency. This varies 

according to season, location and the type of solar system installed. It also depends on adjacent properties’ 

height, setbacks and trees that may grow to obstruct sunlight. 

 

That is why the question of guaranteeing access to sunlight is becoming an important part of property  

ownership.  In fact, it has been called the single most difficult legal issue connected with solar energy 

use.   

 

The most practical solution is the negotiation of easements between property owners.  One property owner 

would receive assurance that the sunlight which travels over the neighbor’s  property would always be 

available and remain unobstructed. 

 

The California Solar Rights Act of 1978 was passed to promote and encourage the “widespread use of 

solar energy systems and to protect and facilitate adequate access to the sunlight which is necessary to   

operate solar energy systems” 
 

 

IT IS IMPORTANT, OF COURSE THAT ALL SOLAR EASEMENTS BE OFFICIALLY           

RECORDED, JUST AS OTHER USES AND CONDITIONS ARE INCLUDED IN  

PUBLIC RECORDS.  OTHERWISE, SUCH AN EASEMENT MIGHT NOT BE  

NOTED DURING THE TITLE SEARCH AT THE TIME OF SALE.  

THIS COULD AFFECT FUTURE OWNERS SOLAR ACCESS.  

 

For the full article and more title information please check out Source: www.clta.org 

If you are currently representing a property with a solar system  

contact your title representative today for more information. 


